Save our Middle School (SOMs) Campaign
We had over 500 members of the public attend our SOMS event at the local Town Hall.
We have had 813 signatures on our online petition to save the Middle schools and 3-tier.

We have exactly 2000 members of our SOMs Facebook to page and we have included a
selection of the responses below:

“My years at Berwick Middle School are without doubt the years that shaped me into the person | am today.
We were given sporting opportunities, after schools clubs, trips, artistic encouragement with all the support
of the teaching and other school staff you could ever need.

[ went on to become a Professional Sports Person and successful business owner.” iR

“Middle school made me grow in confidence and a lot of the disciplines and morals they stood for | still re
gard today. Personally, I think that it would be a great sadness to lose this school to a two tier system. ”

“My son moved up to BMS when Covid had not long started it was challenging for him, the teachers had a
big challenge and they took it on in their stride!

He is happy and reaching his targets, they have many clubs at lunches and after school for the children to
enjoy. My son loves his school and not many 11 year olds can say that.” GRS

“As someone who moved away from Berwick to Gateshead after [eaving Berwick middle school, 1 have expe
rience of both the two tier and three tier systems. | personally feel, as I'm sure many others do, that a three
tier system is more supportive as children progress through the education system. | loved every minute of

my time at Berwick Middle and it was without doubt the best school | ever attended. | will be devastated to
see it close. | can only hope that the petition and voice of so many people can prevent it’s closure.” G iR

All the teachers past and present did everything they could for all the pupils. They slowly took me out of my
comfort zone and from that | found my love for Sports, Maths and Music. | ended up playing on most of the
school teams and gaining some phenomenal experiences. For the school and the teachers | am eternally
grateful, | wouldn't have the confEde*nce | have to this day if it wasn't for them SEERENEGG_E_GG

“I honestly don't think I'd of managed the transition to high school very easily at the end of year 6. Which is
what | would had to face if | stayed in the primary school | was in. Berwick middle let me recover and re
member who | was in a very vulnerable and impressionable time in my life. " NGNGS

“At the beginning of the first year | was in the bottom of my class, struggling to concentrate; fit in, and over
come what | now know was anxiety. I'd hide myself away from P.E classes and rarely spoke up in class for
fear of ridicule if | got something wrong. But the teachers took time to get to know their pupils, middle
school became a comfort blanket for me and by the time | reached the middle of my second year | was near
ing the top of my classes, | had joined sports groups and found things | was actually good at. My anxiety
dwindied in the familiar surroundings and dare | say | actually enjoyed these school years. " S NG
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“Middle school allowed me to grow in confidence and prepared me for the transition to high school. We
were able to learn in- depth in our areas of interest, encouraged to take part in extra- currlcuiar activities and
had time to find ourselves in what can be a challenging time as a pre -teen.” (RIS

“As a parent, NCC please pause and think about this decision, spend time talking and communicating! Listen
to pupils, listen to staff and listen to parents. We should take great pride in our 3 tier system, we should pro
tect facilities like BMS and the Grove school and use them as standards for other educational establish

ments. SN
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